
CANOEING AL0N6 NICARAGUA

Adventures on Sea and Sliore Among the Mosquito Indians

By DR J HAMPDEN PORTER

We bought a dory 43 feet long at Ihe
rate of two reals 25 cents per foot Our
little vessel was a beauty ami lit to go
to sea after being refitted An arbor
of grass amidships to keep off sun or rain
lockers for provisions and a new sail put
the craft in good shape except that hav¬

ing no keel she did not behave very well
with anything but entirely favorable
winds

Fortune was propitious m rispect of
getting hands two expert young Indians
from up the coast toward Groeias a Dio
wire hired and with these to assist our
boat could be eaily managed

Bright and early on a breezy morning
we took leave of the ciowd that csevrted
tis shoreward and sailed away from these
Sambo reprobates devoutly hoping never
to see them again

Nicaraguas southeastern border abuts
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upon the sea and north of that Mos
quipia forms a shore line up to Honduras
Much of the interior belonging to both
countries is unexplored while their coasts
fringed with banks cays islands and cut
into by small bays estuaries inlets of all
sorts commonly surrounded with forests
afford admirable harbor or hiding places
for light draft vessels

Here was the pirates chosen retreat
when lying np for repairs or concealment
from ships-of-w- Monstrous deeds have
been done in every Part of these waters
During at least two centuries what ac-

tually
¬

happened under the Black Flag was
far more horrible than all that lurid
imaginations have depicted in second rate
romances Such atrccitics were commit-

ted
¬

as brought the cruisers of every civil
l7ed nation against these miscreants and
as much of this bloody history was fa-

miliar
¬

us in anthentic records we de
fennined upon visiting Old Providence
Island which once held a similar posi-

tion

¬

among Western pirates to that occu-

pied

¬

by Madagascar in the Eastern seas
Our dory sailed fast and with so fair

a breeze as then blew it could soon have
been sighted if one of those provoking

temporals or eight day storms fre-

quently
¬

occurring at this season had not
come on inopportunely A harbor became
the first consideration then and this hap-

pened

¬

to be at hand We ran into the
Prinza pnlka River sailing some distance
along low muddy flats overgrown with
mangroves those of West African
streams before finding any rising ground
finally however as the wind increased

rain began to fall heavily an inlet
opened on our port bow into which we put
Immediately It narrowed very much in-

land
¬

finally contracting to a sort of nat
nral dock which was completely over
aadowed by primeval forest

There was an elevation here with out-

cropping
¬

rocks from among which little
sparkling rivulets descended toward the
river and it did not take much time to
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Day and for a week together it
blew and rained but what interesting
things we saw or heard water
boas fangeil like panthers swam

thcnixelves immense hideous alli-

gators
¬

and blunt nosed man eating croco-
diles

¬

of the Western tropics legions of
rattling land crab witji monkey troops
wet and shivering bedraggled parrots
gorgeous though soaked macaws once or
twice the gliding forms of pumas while
by the deep hoarse roars of jaguars
boomed through these vast

A was set big fires were kept
up shelters protected us from rain It
seemed pleasant enough

and had often been
much worse as respects botli danger or dis- -

very

fcv

like

and
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comfort the fare ex- -

ccllcnt find anything evidently well trodden trail inci-
ter than land fish with boughs and everything

tr1 beauu miiuwm
clustered on dripping mangrove twigs then

in wet plantain leaves and baked
H nole witn IJUL stones uuui
most also hearing and conipensa- -

entire deficiencycutlcts cut from that big green nzarus
tail moreover a fat well younginon
kev properly stewed with peppers is
more than who have not
tried it would suppose

these delicacies were abundant and
manv others also that we well

Nigut watcuos were not pirucuKiuy uv
Wo heard plunge

of some frightened a panthers
scream and always an intermingling oi
those wild voices which fill tropical forests

darkness lasts but nothing hap-
pened

¬

in the way of adventure nnd when
clear came again our started
off look Indians and have some
dantc hunting

Dante tilba tapia or thus its
names go is a found nlmost
anywhere along Central American
streams Early the morning these
ceraturcs sometimes sit on close
to shore with only Iheir out of
water they reek lairs in dense
jungle to sleep during the day Wc soon
discovered natives gathering India rubber

went with a band to one of
lonely little camps set away in endless
woodlands

The tapir is nocturnal and does nil
its foraging during hours This
creature in form and character seems to
link elephants the hog and rhi-

noceros
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Tapirs always lie up among dense cover
so that the emphasis which certain
writers place upon their habit of travers-
ing

¬

fixed routes is surprising for even it
they have not any high intelligence
nature has enough sense to prevent
them from breaking a new path through
thick undergrowth time it becomes
necessary to move Under other circum ¬

stances as for example when frightened
or tearing away with a jaguar fixed on its
back the brute through almost
everything in fact seeks places impervi-
ous

¬

to less powerful creatures in hopes
of dislodging its antagonist

An ordinary tapir when full is
about four feet high and six its
frame looks thick set and clumpy Never-
theless

¬

the beast has considerable activ-
ity

¬

and immense strength When sprung
upon by a tiger instinct leads it to seek

American tiger swims elegant-
ly

¬

but he cannot light except on
whereas his victim is almost amphibious
and perfectly at homo while under water

Dogs are necessary in order to hunt
successfully during daylight and as we
had none our object could only be attained
by besetting a game path Several In- -

i n
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Anioriran tn nirs with tlioir Asiatic al
lies possess extremely acute senses of

the exacting taste So iguana j are
in offensive

tho

to for

in
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the ¬

pases

Tery
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every

t

ions for an
armature preserving this defenseless
creature from enemies it is ill fitted to en-

counter
¬

On that account a position taken
by hunters must be such as will not allow
the game to scent them but having occu-
pied

¬

a good eligible place some distance
nn ihn trail nntliin more was needed
upon our part than silence and patience

Wl nnimnl niccnil ivn intnTulml tfl
close in taking it between the abattis and
our spears Then no doubt its defense
would be desperate for tapirs can crush
men and cut people with their front teeth
very effectually

Until moon rise our guide through this
muddy brake pursued his way as Moores
Indian maiden on the Dismal Swamp

paddled her white canoe he went along
by a lire fly lamp Wc caught plenty of
glow worms tied these up in a fragment
of mosquito netting and this lighted us
sufllciently to avoid bog holes

After some time an unusually large
danto came stumping along Letting him
pass on for a short distance we followed
and the fight commenced in front of our
barricade If food is really needed it is
allowable to shoot tapirs whose humps
make pretty good eating but no sports-
man

¬

does so unless constrained by neces-
sity

¬

lie encounters this game with a
spear

The ono we pursued became enraged
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after being wounded though inferences
from the behavior of wild basts arc apt
to be erroneous At all events it charged
us and rushed about iu such a furious way
that there was much doubt whether our
line would not be Iirokru One Indian had
his shirt ripped aud got tumbled hecls-over-hc-

The animals great weight and thick
skin made it impossible for a single man
to withstand an meet moreover it clev-
erly

¬

showed front to us thus nvoidiug
any injury of emiMMliences One after
another we had hocni more or less used
up when the tapiri exposed his side while
stopping to trample that same man who
first went down bcXorMiim This finished
the a thrust behind the shoulder
proved fatal almost instantly j

Bands of Indians wandered about
heie whose friendly or hostile attitude
varied according to circumstances It
may be accepted for a general truth how
ever that the average savage wherever
met with regards an assault upon any j

stranger as rational prai ewutliy and
pious

There were also Sambo communities
scattered around and these besides being j

villainous as a matter of course became
more dangerous in proportion to ilicir re ¬

moteness from civilized neighborhoods
We sailed down the river again bound

for Old Providence Island but evil days
were in store and it looked as if that
classic ground of pirates had been forbid ¬

den us by fate
Buuning along shore the second night

out our canoe struck on a submerged reef
whose sharp rocks cut through our bow
The little vessel leaked badly despite all
attempts at patching or plugging so that
some spot where she could be benched for
repairs became necessary Unfortunately
these coasts largely consist of mangrove
swamps low lying and with mud over
ones liead

We put into an inland that had a
creek to its apex and did our best with
bailing shifting cargo aft and crowding
there ourselves to keep from being water ¬

logged but had several hours of hard
work before the stream showed any linn
ground on either side At last marsh and
forest came to nn end while broad on
both hands spread wids savannahs and
beautiful a park like country stretched
away westward until distant mountains
rose in soft blue outlines against the-- sky

Not a moment was wasted after our
boat had been drawn up on the beach
and through industry combined with good
luck toward sundown we ceased to be
wrecked that is to say the party could
get away if needful without being
swamped

This repairing was completed none too
It was finished soon for ill fortune had
landed us near a Sambo settlement con
cealed from where wo were J hey bad
seen us however and made arrangements
to appropriate our possessions

As we sat round a fire eating
something before leaving a clump of men
suddenly came out of some jungle that
ran down near shore This was not lov-
erly

¬

done Their elaborate air of hap ¬

pening along by accident could only have
taken in very unsophisticated people They
had certainly left men concealed in the
brake which of itself showed sinister de-
signs

¬

and although nnarmed except that
each wore a knife their appearance was
altogether forbidding while tho rascal
who addressed usmight have been some
old pirate come to life again

Heaven preserve you gentlemen this
beauty said I perceive that we meet
distinguished visitors Will it please your
excellencies to visit my poor house Have
no fear these sinners though they wor-
ship

¬

devils arc amiable men and wholly
at your service

This spokesman was a Spanish mulat-
to

¬

probably some refugee from justice
and when wc declined this invitation say-
ing

¬

that our departure must postpone the
pleasure so kindly offered he scowled
his followers edged off toward our boat
and it was time to act

Starting up weapons in hand we took
them by surprise and easily got on board
A few shots nob intended to kill were
fired the sail was loosed and their in ¬

tended victims swept away under a harm ¬

less volley of musket balls and curses
All of them stood awhile blaspheming
the original party and their comrades who
had been hidden then off they went in
hot haste to pursue with canoes of course

Only one course could be safely followed
which was concealment The wind might
fail or we get aground Both accidents
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would bo fatal because of their numbers
Lower down and after dark our dory was
pushed up a ditch into the impassable
mangrove swamp where arrangements
wore made to tight if necessary They
came three boat loads and these out-

laws
¬

scaithed Mispii ions looking places
but did not know for certain that our
party was concealed instead of sailing
away So after some anxious moments and
while very dose to a doubtful contest we
had the satisfaction of hearing their voices
grow faint and finally cease

IJo be continued

Service on the rialns
Thompson F Frisby Staunton I ml

writes I served in the United States
army from Inly IS to July lSo
I enlisted at Lexington Ky and was sta ¬

tioned then about 111 days My Cap ¬

tain was Thomas 1 Wood and the Lieu ¬

tenants of my company were Alfred
Ivcrson and fyhn Keubcii Church Lieut
Ivetson resigned March 21 1NIS1 and en ¬

tered the Confederate army rising to the
rank of Brigadier General Lieut Churrli
ab o entered the Confederate army as a
First Lieutenant of Artillery but his ca ¬

reer was cut short by his death in Janu ¬

ary IMS Both Ivcrson and Church were
Georgians while Capt Wood was a Ken

luckian and iciuained loyal to the Union
cause and rose to be Major tcncral of
Volunteers

The regimental olliccrs were Col Sum-
ner

¬

known to his men as Old Bull of the
Woods Lioul Col Joseph K Johnston
later a famous Confederate commander
and Mnj Sedgwick who was killed at the
battle of Spottsylvnnia Vn

We left Lexington for Fort Leaven ¬

worth Kansas Territory about Aug 7
and reached that place about Sept 7
There our regiment was- - organized and we
drew rations and equipments We knew I

when we enlisted that the Sioux were on
the warpath and soon after we reached
Fort Leavenworth we were ordered to
march to Ash Hollow fcO miles above
Fort Kearny on the Platte Biver We
moved Sept 20 and if any of the boys
are yet living who took part in that march
they will hear me out in saying that il
was the hottest day we ever experienced
Wo marched from Sept 20 until Oct IS
when we reached Ash Hollow where we
found a large party of movers had been
massacred men and women and children
scalped and the wagon train burned The
Indians had left before we arrived

Some of the boys expressed disap
pointment at not finding the Indians and
whipping them but Capt Wood called us
all into line and informed us that we
would have all the fighting we wanted be¬

fore long which prophecy was later ful-
filled

¬

as those will see who read the ar
ticle by Comrade Pock who joined the
command in the Fall of 1 S5f However
our next service was not against the In-

dians
¬

but in disarming the Pro Slavery and
Free Soil agitators in Kansas during the
Summer of IMii The Winter of lSr- -

I neglected to slate was spent at Fort
Leavenworth nothing occurring to dis-

turb
¬

tho routine of camp life We had
no fights with the Pro Slavery and Free
Soil parties and they would generally
give up their arms without causing any
trouble But it kept us busy to keep them
from fighting each other

But there were hot times coming and
the campaigns of the old 1st U S Cav

I against the Indians form an important
chapter in the history of our Western
territory which was made safe for set
tiers by the vigilance of Uncle Sams

Bough Biders

A Patriotic Mew Yoric Town
Enrron Natioxal Tribune I have

taken the soldiers paper for a number of
years and have read with a great deal of
interest accounts of the doings of the
comrades in different parts of the coun-
try

¬

and the part they took iu the great
struggle for the preservation of our glor-
ious

¬

Union As I have never seen any-
thing

¬

from this place it occurred to me
to write something concerning the loyalty
and patriotism displayed by my own town
as evidenced by tho number of enlistments
for the war of the rebellion The town
of Highland Sullivan County N Y is a
small town I do not know what the pop-
ulation

¬

was in 1S01 but at the present
time 10 years later we have a voting
population of only 315

The total number of enlistments was
Of this number 43 of the boys were

bom and grew to manhood in the town

The Every Day Life

of Abraham Lincoln

Lincolns Life and Character

Portrayed by Those Who

Knew Him A Complete Per-

sonal

¬

Description and Biog-

raphy

¬

BY FRANCIS F BROWNE

100 Original Illustrations 750 Pages

8vo Cloth Bound

c K JfME EVEPJf DAY Life m
tDFEor I 9HMABRAHAM Sf
SHRAHAftt Bir LINCOLN jl

This book tells the story of Mr Lincolns
life as it Las never been told before rXbe

narrative presents him as a man rather
than as an official The history of tho

war period abounds In incidents and anec-

dotes

¬

told of hira and by him

There are thousands of incidents of Ills

associations with Ilamlin Steward Stan-

ton

¬

Grant Sherman Porter Farragiit
Sumner Chase and all tho other long ar-

ray
¬

of political and military giants of tho
time No attempt is made to give a his-

tory of thc War of the Rebellion but to
show Mr Lincolns personal relations to it

The work is handsomely printed on
heavy book paper large Svo size

The above fine volume post¬

paid also The Xntional Trib ¬

une one year and three j3
guesses v

Give your subscription for the paper and your order for books to the Olub raiser or mail direot to

three of the number having removed to
other States just previous to the break ¬

ing out of the rebellion went from the
States in which they were living two
were temporarily living in nn adjoining
Countv all of the others were residents
of thetown One fnmily of live boys sons
of Win C Myers all went one of them
gave up his life nt Jettysburg

David Young had a family of five lioys
four of them went oueof them L Cox
Young was several years ago Department
Commander of S A B of New York

S B Leavenworth had four sons three
of them wont two of them died of disease

Of the who were born in tho town
nine are still living here I wonder if
any other town of its size can show a bet-
ter

¬

record Isaac Serokant Co A
lOSth and f 10th N Y

West Virginia Patriots
KniToi National Tnihuxn I served

nearly four years in the Union army dur-
ing

¬

the late lebcllion in Cos F and A 1st
W Ya II A I see a great many inter-
esting

¬

letters from the old boys from
other States but veiy few from West
Virginia We are not ashamed of the part
we took in tin great struggle 1 have
seen AVest Virginia regiments sent into
the gap where others had failed and
they held the ground I believe there is
as much loyalty and patriotism in West
Virginia to the square foot as there is any¬

where in the United States and there is
much good talent among the veterans
who could send letters to Tin NATtovAr
TiuinwK that would bring forth cheers
all along the line I write this only to
get them started
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Mr Greeleys book has no as a
political history of the days of

treating especially causes
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follows tho history the
written being with the con-

temporary
¬

spirit of the great struggle
There is substitute for this
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¬
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Freaks Lightnlnr
Eltctrical Itaievf

M Camille Flammarion the well known
French astronomer and author has ¬

considerable to the o

the effects of lightning on men
lind other objects to illustrate the freak
fsh manner in the mysterious
acts August of last year young
man was struck by lightning and
a distance of 0 yards in
the least conscious that anything
had happened to him until the lightning
threw him the wall of a house

he n wound in the
cows which were yard

from him when the bolt fell were killed
Three scrs are said to have

under a lini tree during a storm
and all three were struck by lightning ami
kilbtl as stood side by side Though
dead they maintained their erect
but their when crumbled
siivitT info iliKf Twn nensnnts were nre- -

I to eat their breakfast when sud
denly the dishes were thrown to the

cheese and fruit ¬

from the table and they themselves
were with straw

n occasion a walking
through Nantes was enveloped
in lightning yet remained uninjured
When he home however and
opened his which had contained two

of silver one of gold he found
the gold piece had vanished and in

its place was a silver piece The
had in fact pierced the
of the purse and the gold piece
with n coating silver taken the
other two coins
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Gilt Top Paper

The price for Ihc Let of two volumes is- -

fjB GIVE IT for a club of only Six 0III with i Z added money Or we will send
set of books postpaid with paper for year and give six

gwut for

Let know at once you want a set of this wort because
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Devote Thursday or Friday of this
week to club raising Friday night
mail us the club and guesses and
you will have a good chance for a
slice of the watermelon

BRIEF PROSPECTUS OF

The National Tribune
Weekly Now in Its 2h Year

Besides its literary attractions tho pa ¬

per makes a specialty of the doings oi
Congress and the Executive branches ot
the Government

A partial list of the current and forth-
coming

¬

articles and stones will be found
mentioned below
TilK SPY OP THE REBELLION A

Marvelous True Story Written by th
Great Detective Allan Tinkerton

TIIE SUMMERDALE BRABBLE By
lion Albion W Tourgee
A brilliant serial

ROUGH RIDING OK THE TLAINS
A Troopers Story of Fifty Years Ago
Thc author is Robert Morris Feck late

Co K 1th U S Cav and the story covers
live years of the most exciting service just
prior to thc war of tho rebellion
SI KLEGG AND SHORTY By John

McElroy
These i oldier boys of ours are just start-

ing
¬

on a new campaign the weekly narra ¬

tion of which will entertain our readers
throughout the year
TO AXD THROUGH WEST TOIXT

By Capt Free S Bowley
STORIES OF THE REGIMENTS

Prepared by otllcers and coiuradcs ot
the old commands
PENSION RULINGS
which will be closely watched by us for
the benefit of our readers Vc report in
full all new pension decisions nnd rulings
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT IX

CHINA T Martin Millers Letters
FROM LOUISVILLE TO THE SEA

A soldiers diary of the civil war de-
scribing

¬

scenes and incidents as witnessed
by a man who marched in the ranks
THE BUSHWHACKERS DAUGH-
TER

¬

By Prof Wm J Dews author
of A Union Man in Richmond

RAIDING WITH MORGAN
A story of stirring adventure

CAMPAIGNING WITH FULLER Bx
Chas I Adkins Co K 27th Ohio
A vivid narrative of the experience of a

recruit
AV1TII TIIE WESTERN ARMY By

Gen Green B Raum late Commissionec
of Pensions
A series of articles of great historical

value
TnE OREGONS IN THE PHILIP- -

PINES By Capt H F Wells Id Ore
Sketches of the battles and marches ot

the first years war in the Philippines by
a military newspaper man
OUR FAIt AVEST OF TO DAY Prof

II C Kirk 4th N 1 H A our special
correspondent is now contributing a
series of timely articles on the Philip
pines

The Xational Tribune one
year and one guess 1

Two years nnd two guesses 3
Three years and 3 guesses fll

Washington D O


